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Five Regions Scotch
Whisky Tour

A Panoramic Journey Across the Land of Scotch Whisky

Join Gordon s To Visit Scotland and Its Historic Distilleries

Just a sip of Scotch Whisky can evoke an entire sen-
sory experience: visions of craggy moors and rolling
hills interrupted only by an endless sky; the smell of
peat bogs and handcrafted barrels; a cool, crisp,
windswept landscape. Many admit to beginning a life-
long romance with Scotch from their very first taste.
But what exactly sets Scotch apart from other spirits
and often stirs such passion in those who partake?

This exclusive, insider’s tour to historic distilleries in
all five of the whisky-producing regions of Scotland
helps you further attune your senses to the complexi-
ties of individual malts and the roles that land, air,
water, and a painstaking distillation process play in
creating the unique character found in each bottle.
The itinerary is designed to help enhance your under-
standing of Scotch Whisky by allowing you to experi-
ence it directly from its source and by helping you
discover the unique history and people behind it.

Exploring Whisky: 5

The People: 6

After spending a day in the celebrated City of Edin-
burgh where you receive an introduction to whisky
making at the Scotch Whisky Experience, you travel
with Gordon’s staff on a private, customized journey
to eighteen celebrated distilleries across The Low-
lands, The Highlands, Speyside, and Islay. At each,
you receive personal instruction while nosing, tasting,
and enjoying whisky, discovering how each region
lends its unique characteristics to the spirit.

Along the way, you also have the opportunity to
experience Scotland's mesmerizing landscape and
explore its breathtaking countryside. You learn its fas-
cinating history, observe its culture and traditions,
and meet its welcoming people. In the end you may
discover, in fact, that all of these contribute to a
deeper appreciation for the extraordinary spirit
known throughout the world as Scotch Whisky, but
known to Scots as uisge beatha, the “water of life.”

Tour Map: 6 | Lodging: 7 | Highlights: 7 | Details: 8




Trowvel withv

GORDON'’S

Fine Wines & Liquors

Tour Itinerary Overview

Sep 30: Depart Boston for Edinburgh, Scotland

Oct 1: Edinburgh

Oct 2: Edinburgh to Speyside

Oct 3: The day is spent in Speyside
Oct 4: Speyside to Tarbert

Saturday, September 30

You join fellow tour members and Gordon’s representa-
tives at Boston Logan Airport this evening to board a
Delta Airlines flight for your overnight, trans-Atlantic
journey to Scotland. Dinner is served during the flight .

Sunday, October 1

Arriving in stunning Edinburgh, Scotland today you are
greeted at the airport by your tour director. You trans-
fer via private motor coach to your hotel which is locat-
ed in the heart of the historic Old Town and just steps
from the celebrated Royal Mile. After some time to
relax or explore, you travel to visit nearby Glenkinchie
Distillery—a Lowlands favorite—where you sample the
soft, subtle tones of it’s signature malt. This evening you
gather at a celebrated whisky-lovers restaurant for a
special welcome dinner where a Gordon’s staff member
conducts your first tutored whisky tasting. Following
dinner, an optional gathering at one of the best haunts
in the city to enjoy whisky is offered for all who wish to
join. [R|D]

*Saturday, September 30 only applies to those taking the optional group flight.
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Oct5: Tarbert to Islay

Oct 6: Islay to Campbeltown

Oct 7: Campbeltown to Inveraray
Oct 8: Inveraray to Stirling

Oct9: Return to Boston

Day to Day Tour Summary

wi o Sp o -
Looking down Edinburgh’s celebrated Royal Mile

Monday, October 2

After breakfast, we depart Edinburgh and travel north
across the famous Firth of Forth, and head into the
heart of Scotland. Mid-morning, we enjoy a tour at
Edradour, a unique family-run distillery that also oper-
ates as one of Scotland’s premier whisky bottlers.
Afterward, we travel into the beautiful Cairngorms Na-
tional Park and visit one of the highest distilleries in
Scotland to enjoy a unique, whisky-and-chocolate pair-
ing experience. This evening we arrive in Speyside and
the town of Elgin where we will stay for the next two
nights. After checking into our hotel, we gather for a
special whisky-pairing dinner. [B|D]

Included meals are indicated in parentheses following
each daily description:
B = Breakfast; L = Lunch; D = Dinner; R = Reception



Tuesday, October 3

We spend the day in Speyside today, with in-depth
visits to two of its most celebrated distilleries. Our
first stop is Glenfarclas where we have the oppor-
tunity to visit its warehouse and sample some malts
directly from the cask. Midday, we explore the an-
cient art of coopering with a tour of the Speyside
Cooperage. Our visit here not only explore the art of
cask making, but also further illuminates the im-
portance of the key stage of maturation and how it
influences the character and flavor of each whisky.
This afternoon we enjoy an in-depth visit to Ben-
Riach Distillery where we have the opportunity to
taste some of its unique peated malts and intriguing
wood finishes. Returning to Elgin this evening, we
sample some of the unique bottlings from one of
Scotland’s premier whisky bottlers, helping our hosts
from Gordon’s choose a cask that will be bottled
with their own, private label. [B]

Wednesday, October 4

Before bidding a farewell to the unique and beautiful
Speyside region this morning, we enjoy an exclusive
warehouse tasting at the acclaimed Glen Moray
Distillery. Afterward, we depart Elgin and head west
through The Highlands and toward the sea. At mid-
day we enjoy a true highlight of the journey: a visit
to iconic Urquhart Castle with a Scholarly Sojourns
signature picnic overlooking stunning Loch Ness. This
afternoon we visit another Highland distillery and
drive through scenic Glencoe before continuing to
the charming seaside town of Tarbert where the
evening is free to explore and enjoy a nice dinner,
perhaps sampling some of the renowned seafood to
be found here. [B|L]

“We seemed to get special
treatment everywhere we

went. This made a good tour a

fabulous tour.”
- Richard H., Myrtle Beach, SC

| OHector Tamez Photography

Thursday, October 5

An early ferry journey this morning takes us across the
Hebridean Sea to the stunning Isle of Islay. This re-
mote island, dotted with Celtic ruins, remarkable natu-
ral scenery, and abundant wildlife, is widely consid-
ered the mecca for Scotch Whisky lovers around the
globe. Upon arrival, we stop for a warm welcome at
one of the island’s eight celebrated distilleries. Follow-
ing a private tour, we are treated to an extensive nos-
ing and tasting of the distillery’s numerous and fanci-
ful expressions under the expert guidance of the char-
ismatic visitor center manager. This evening we travel
to the picturesque village of Bowmore—the center of
life on the island—where we check into our lodging
for the night: a charming and beautifully-renovated,
18th-century hostelry which also boasts the finest
whisky collection in the Western Isles. Tonight you en-
joy another special dinner which further explores the
art of Scotch whisky and food pairing. [B| D]
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Drawing from the cask for a special warehouse tasting

Friday, October 6

We visit two of Islay’s most celebrated distilleries this
morning, enjoying an extensive warehouse tasting
(with the warehouse manager) at the first and a
unique opportunity to bottle our own fantastic single
cask at the second. This afternoon we catch the ferry
to return to the mainland and then travel south along
the Kintyre Peninsula to Scotland’s smallest and most
remote whisky-producing region, Campbeltown. After
checking into our atmospheric lodging, the remainder
of the evening is free to relax, explore, and dine on
your own. [B]

Saturday, October 7

We visit Campbeltown’s two main distilleries this
morning as well as Scotland’s oldest whisky bottler,
Cadenhead’s. Each of these afford excellent tastings as
well as provide unique opportunities to hand fill
bottles of excellent single malt or acquire exclusive,
distillery-only bottlings. Before departing Campbel-
town, we enjoy a unique lunch featuring some of the
excellent local seafood all paired with whisky. After
lunch, we make the return drive north along the
Kintyre peninsula to the remarkable town of Inverar-
ay, perched upon the shores of beautiful Loch Fyne.
Our overnight stop here provides plenty of time for
shopping and sightseeing. Those interested in castles
will want to visit elegant Inveraray Castle which has
recently been featured on the popular PBS series
Downton Abbey. [B|L]

Sunday, October 8

Following breakfast, we make a final trip through The
Highlands crossing the Rest-and-Be-Thankful moun-
tain pass—one of the highest in Britain. At mid-
morning, we enjoy a visit to Auchentoshan Distillery
where we taste another fine example of Lowland malt
and explore the distillery’s unique triple distillation
process. This afternoon we arrive at lovely Glengoyne
Distillery, nestled in its idyllic setting on the edge of
the highlands. Here you complete a comprehensive
program in whisky blending which culminates with the
opportunity for you to develop your own unique sin-
gle malt. Your personal recipe is carefully recorded in
Glengoyne's master book for posterity and you depart
with a bottle of your single malt in hand. This evening
we arrive in the historic city of Stirling where we enjoy
a visit to its well-preserved and picturesque castle.
The imposing citadel dates from AD 1110 and several
Scottish monarchs have been crowned in its halls, in-
cluding Mary, Queen of Scots in AD 1542. Afterward,
we check into our hotel and enjoy a bit of free time to
further explore the city before gathering for a special
reception and our final dinner together. [B|R|D]

Thé view down Loch Ness frbm.Urquhart Castle :
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Day to Day Tour Summary

Monday, October 9

We enjoy a late breakfast at our hotel this morning
or take some more time to explore historic and
beautiful Stirling. Afterward, we travel back to Edin-
burgh Airport where we check in for the afternoon
return flight to Boston Logan Airport . (B)

*Airport transfer only applies to those purchasing the optional group flight.

e |

Islay’s Bruichladdich Distillery ©Hector Tamez Photography
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his was an amazing,
once-in-a-lifetime experience
that I will take with me

personally and professionally

= for the rest of my life.”
W B

Casks outside the Speyside Cooperage - @ueetor Tamez Photography - Scott K., Waltham, MA

Exploring the Complexities of Whisky

Over the course of the tour, you are given the oppor- SMOKY
tunity to sample nearly 75 different expressions of ey 0¥ O
Scotch Whisky and you visit sixteen distilleries across

Lagavulin 16 Yr Old °
Caol lla 12 Yr Old
Laphroaig 10 Yr Old o Lagavulin Distillers Edition o

Talisker 10 vr Old )

the Highlands, the Lowlands, Speyside, Campbeltown, © atisker 18 0ld
and Islay. At each distillery, you are carefully guided © tightand Park 12 ¥r Old
through structured nosing and tasting sessions by in-
dustry experts. Encountering the contrasting flavors Comaamare obon

. . . T istillers ition
and aromas one after the other, and in fairly rapid suc- 1 Oban 14¥rold Q)

1 g Cragganmore
cession, helps your palate attune to the complexities g Dalwhinnie 15YrOld  The Singleton of Glendullan 12 Yr OId Distillers Edition g
found in diﬁerent ma|tS. g SR T oClynelishMVv oid The Singleton of Dufftown 12 Yr Old I

AS an exclusive insiderls tOUf, the program is Iimited to ﬁnyalLo(hnagaleYrOldo . oy S oGlenmomngieOrugmal10Vrold
. . . . . Auchentoshan 10 Yr 0ld () Balvenie Double
a maximum of 24 participants. This allows you to enjoy e e RTINS e Wood 12 yrOld
special programming and behind-the-scenes access that © Glenlivet 12¥r Old R il DRk 10 5
would not be possible with larger groups. Small group e e
. . . . . o e Glenfiddich 12 Yr Old
size also ensures participants are given individual atten- &) Bunnahabhain 12 Yr Old

Knockando 12 Yr Old
Glenlivet 18 Yr Old

tion as well as the opportunity to ask questions and
share their thoughts, which helps them utilize their
newly-acquired whisky vocabulary. DELICATE
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Throughout your journey you gain behind-the-scenes access at a
number of celebrated distilleries. Here you meet industry experts
who are creating whisky and shaping the whisky business today.
These fascinating men and women share both their expertise and
their insider knowledge as they guide you through tasting sessions.
At many distilleries, you have the opportunity to sample whiskies

~ R = thatare not available for sale anywhere, some up to 40 years old.
- - £ At others, you can hand-fill bottles and buy distillery-only editions

JBekie Thompsonler ArabegiDistilerylicadaamornai Iy add to your personal collection and savor for years to come.

======= Journey by coach
------- Journey by ferry
@ Overnight stop
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Select Lodging Creates the Perfect Atmosphere for Your Tour

Apex City of Edinburgh Hotel - Edinburgh

This sophisticated, boutique hotel located in the lively Grassmarket area of
Edinburgh’s Old Town has been beautifully refurbished. Its central location
makes it the ideal base from which to explore the city and all its offerings —
pubs and shops are at the doorstep, Edinburgh Castle is just a short stroll
up the High Street.

Mansion House Hotel—Elgin, Speyside

Located in the picturesque town of Elgin, the Mansion House hotel is ideal-
ly situated for exploring the distilleries of Speyside. The hotel offers the
rare opportunity to experience the style and elegance of a bygone era and

whisky bars.

Lochside Hotel - Islay

The Lochside is an Islay institution: a family-run hotel with a waterfront
restaurant and a lounge that is widely regarded as one of the world’s great
whisky bars. While the building is historic, each of its cozy rooms has been
refurbished to provide modern comforts while retaining the feel of an is-
land cottage. You will feel right at home here.

is just steps away from Elgin's wide array of shops, restaurants, and

Tour Highlights and Features

® Visit sixteen celebrated Scotch Whisky distilleries,
including special behind-the-scenes access not
granted to the general public

® An introduction to whisky making and viewing of
the world’s largest whisky collection at the Scotch
Whisky Experience in Edinburgh

® Visits to four legendary distilleries on Islay, with a
demonstration on peat cutting and drying

@ One night in the beautiful City of Edinburgh, Scot-
land — the ‘Athens of the North’

® Special private warehouse tours with opportunities
to sample whiskies straight from the cask

® Two nights in the picturesque Speyside region —
home to over half of Scotland’s distilleries

® Opening and closing dinners and receptions

® Travel to all five whisky regions of Scotland with
tours of historic distilleries in each

® See both of Scotland’s beautiful national
parks—The Cairngorms National Park and Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs National Park

® Spend two days and one night on the rustic is-
land of Islay

® An in-depth Malt Master class at Glengoyne
Distillery with the opportunity to create your
own, unique single malt scotch whisky

® Two gourmet whisky-and-food-pairing dinners
featuring the best of traditional Scottish cuisine

® A night in the charming harbor of Tarbert, cele-
brated for its exquisite seafood

® A visit to the banks of beautiful Loch Lomond




Trowvel withv

GORDON'’S

Fine Wines & Liquors

Tour Details

Gordon’s Insider’s Whisky Tour of Scotland

Dates:
October 1-8, 2017

Price:
$3,499/Person (Double Occupancy)
$3,999/Person (Single Occupancy)

Click here to
register online

Tour begins/concludes:
Edinburgh, Scotland

Optional air package*:
$989/Person

*Includes round-trip airfare Boston — Edinburgh, airport transfers in Scot-
land, and 100% travel assurance. Group flight departs Boston Logan Air-

port on Saturday, Sept. 30 2017. Price subject to change until booked.

Price Includes:

Eight-day program of distillery visits, guided tastings, and presenta-
tions led by staff members from Gordon’s; 8 nights hotel accommo-
dation in select 3-star and 4-star hotels; all breakfasts and other
meals as per this itinerary, including welcome and farewell dinners, 2
whisky-and-food-pairing dinners, and 2 receptions; all entrance fees,
distillery visits, and tours; ground transportation and water transpor-
tation; all gratuities except for hotel porters; and all tour activities as
described in the day-to-day summary.

Price Does Not Include:

Airfare & airport transfers (unless optional air package is purchased);
meals not indicated in this detailed itinerary; beverage options other
than water, wine, beer, or soft-drinks with group meals; local trans-
portation by bus, taxi, metro or light rail; passport or visa fees and
necessary photos; travel insurance; excess baggage charges; airport
taxes; medical, hospitalization, or evacuation costs; gratuities for
hotel porters; laundry; other personal items, including incidental
hotel charges; any other item not specifically indicated.

Arrival and Departure Information

Meeting location:

The meeting point for this tour is the Apex City of Edin-
burgh Hotel. Those taking the group flight will be trans-
ferred from Edinburgh Airport to the hotel. Those making
their own air travel arrangements should plan to arrive at
the hotel between 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM on Sunday,
October 1, 2017. You will be greeted there by your tour
director who will assist you with checking in.

Tour Start Time:

The tour program begins promptly at 2:00 PM on Sunday,
October 1, 2017. The first official activity is a welcome
reception followed by a visit to Glenkinchie Distillery.

Tour Conclusion:

Your tour concludes at approximately 11:00 AM on Mon-
day, October 9, 2017, in Stirling, Scotland. Those taking
the group flight will be transferred to Edinburgh Airport
for the return flight the United States. Those making their
own air travel arrangements should not book flights
which depart prior to 1:00 PM that day.

Early Arrival or Late Departure:

We are happy to assist you with booking additional nights
prior to the start of your tour or following its conclusion.
Often we are able to secure better rates than are availa-
ble to the general public.

Registration Information

To register or for further information:

Call Scholarly Sojourns: 1-800-419-3443
Customer Service is ready to assist you Monday to Friday
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (EST).

Visit: www.scholarlysojourns.com/gordons

Here you will find an online registration form as well as a
printable version. You will also find the most up-to-date
details on this tour and all of the other exclusive travel
programs offered for the Gordon’s community.

Other Information

This tour is operated by Scholarly Sojourns on behalf of
Gordon’s Fine Wines & Liquors. The information present-
ed here details the planned activities, meals, accommoda-
tions, and starting/ending times. We reserve the right to
make changes which will improve the program or when
circumstances beyond our control necessitate such modi-
fications. Prices are subject to change until booked. See
website for complete terms and conditions.

Tour organized S O ]i 6 LU AR‘ N S
and operated by: ‘
WWW.SCHOLARLYSOJOURNS.COM

Scholarly Sojourns -
(800) 419-3443 - www.scholarlysojourns.com -

2723 South State Street - Suite 150 - Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
info@scholarlysojourns.com - Fax: (202) 802-9470




