@@&W 1 %a/ oancha

AN UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE IN THE LAND WHERE DREAMING BECAME ART
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TAKE A MAGICAL JOURNEY ACROSS SPAIN

EXPLORE THE CHIVALROUS ANTICS OF DON QUIXOTE AND HIS
COLORFUL SIDEKICK, SANCHO PANZA, AS YOU TRAVERSE THE
EVOCATIVE BEAUTY OF THE IBERIAN LANDSCAPE
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2017 DEPARTURE
May 28—June 4, 2017

PRICE
$3,995/person (double occupancy)
$4,695/person (single occupancy)

TOUR BEGINS
Madrid, Spain

TOUR CONCLUDES
Barcelona, Spain

OPTIONAL AIR PACKAGE

From $1,299/person*
“See page 10

TO REGISTER
Call us at 1-800-419-3443 or
Use the online registration form

CLICK HERE TO

REGISTER ONLINE

ABOUT SCHOLARLY SOJOURNS

Not only our name, but also

what we call our flagship tours,

Scholarly Sojourns are
intellectually-stimulating travel
programs that explore fascinat-
ing topics in history, literature,
archaeology, art history, and
science. Designed and guided
by distinguished scholars, these
engaging journeys provide the
unique opportunity to explore

a subject on location.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE IN THE LAND WHERE DREAMING BECAME ART

Given its astounding number of representations in popular culture—
ranging from children’s cartoons to TV and film adaptations to melodra-
matic Broadway musicals to grandiose operas and ballets—there is little
doubt that Miguel de Cervantes” Don Quixote (1605-1615) has staked its
claim to being one of the most influential pieces of literature in the histo-
ry of the written word. What is it about the amusing and whimsical tales
of the “knight of the woeful countenance” that continues to resonate
through the ages with artists and audiences alike? Perhaps the answer to
that question, much like the illusory visions of the title character, is one
that is unique to each dreamer.

“Dreaming” will, in fact, be our central theme as we journey together
through the rugged beauty of La Mancha to seek out the locations—both
the evident and the more enigmatic—that undoubtedly inspired this mas-

terpiece of literature. Our quest will be to uncover something of the mys-

The Spanish Golden Age—from the land, the rich history, and the subtle
details in the text of the novel itself. Together we will explore the histori-
cal background of the author, including the social, political, and religious
milieu of the times in which he lived, as we traverse the evocative region
he chose as the setting of his masterpiece. Our reward will be to gain a
richer appreciation of this influential work that sits at the apex of the
world literary canon.

Join us for an enchanting week of wandering down cobblestone lanes
through majestic medieval cities, exploring picturesque byways and rustic
villages, discovering stunning, off-the-beaten-path locales, and, perhaps,
even coaxing our own imaginations enough to glimpse two silhouettes on

a distant hillside while we delight in their dalliance with windmills.

SCHOLARLY SOJOURNS | www.scholarlysojourns.com
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DAY 1 - ARRIVE IN MADRID

Arriving in Spain’s majestic capital this morning, you are greeted by your Scholarly
Sojourns Tour Director who provides assistance with your hotel check-in. You are
free to relax or explore until this afternoon when we convene with our Tour Lead-
er, Professor Ilan Stavans, for a meet-and-greet reception before setting off on a
walking tour of the historic center of Madrid guided by a local expert. The highlight
of the tour is a visit to the Convent of the Barefoot Trinitarians where we pay hom-
age to the writer whose seminal work is the reason for our coming together. The
tale of why Miguel de Cervantes chose to have his remains interred at this humble
abode of worship and how they were only quite recently rediscovered creates fasci-
nating and revealing overtures to the journey that lies ahead of us. This evening you
join fellow sojourn members and Professor Stavans for the opening reception and
keynote address followed by our welcome dinner. An informal after-dinner gather-

ing is offered for those who wish to enjoy conversation and a nightcap. [R | D]

DAY 2 - MADRID
Following our daily briefing, we depart Madrid by bus to visit the picturesque town

of Alcala de Henares, birthplace of Cervantes and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
The streets, squares and churches in the historic town are all redolent of the Spanish
Golden Age and impart a vision of what life would have been like in Castilian Spain
four centuries ago. Our visit takes us to both the church where Cervantes was bap-
tized and the house where he was born. The décor and furnishings of Cervantes’
house, which is also a museum, provide a fascinating, authentic depiction of a mid-
sixteenth-century Spanish household. The museum also houses an impressive array
of early editions of Don Quixote, which presents an opportunity for Professor Sta-
vans to share with us how the rich prose of Cervantes’” writing fundamentally
changed the Spanish language. After lunch, we return to Madrid for tours of the
renowned Prado Museum and the famous Royal Armory. The latter’s exquisite col-
lection of medieval armor allows Professor Stavans to expand on some important
themes from the novel, including knight errantry and the laws of chivalry. After-
ward, the evening is free for you to explore the city’s multitude of culinary and cul-
tural delights. Your tour director is happy to offer dining suggestions. [B]
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ITINERARY OVERVIEW

DAY 1: SUNDAY
May 28
Tour begins Madrid

DAY 2: MONDAY
May 29
Madrid - Alcala de Henares - Madrid

DAY 3: TUESDAY
May 30
Madrid - Esquivias - Toledo

DAY 4: WEDNESDAY

May 31

Toledo - Puerto Lapice - Consuegra -
Almagro

DAY 5: THURSDAY

June 1
Almagro - Argamasilla - El Toboso -
Alarcén

DAY 6: FRIDAY

June 2
Alarcén - Teruel - Zaragoza

DAY 7: SATURDAY

June 3
Zaragoza - Barcelona

DAY 8: SUNDAY

June 4
Tour ends in Barcelona

1-800-419-3443 | info@scholarlysojourns.com



TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

¢ Sojourn leader, Professor
Ilan Stavans, is Lewis-
Sebring Professor in Latin
American and Latino
Culture at Amherst
College, and is also an
internationally recognized
author, translator,
publisher, and TV

personality

¢ Two days in Spain’s capital
Madrid, including a
privately guided walking

tour of its historic center

¢ A visit to Alcala de
Henares, the birthplace of
Cervantes and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site

¢ Luncheon ata 17th—century
“venta” (inn) much like
those depicted in Don
Quixote

“This was an
amazing, once-in-a-
lifetime experience
that I will take with
me personally and

professionally

for the rest of my life.”

- Scott K., Waltham, MA
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DAY 3 - MADRID TO TOLEDO

Departing Spain’s capital this morning, we travel south toward the enigmatic city of
Toledo. On the way, we drop by tiny Esquivias, the town where Cervantes was mar-
ried to Catalina de Salazar y Palacios in 1584 and is widely held to be the locale
where Cervantes was inspired to create some of the marvelous characters that would
later populate the pages of Don Quixote. Our walking tour of Esquivias includes visits
to the church where his nuptials took place and the Museum of Cervantes House.
After lunch, we continue on to Toledo where we take an afternoon walking tour that
reveals some of the rich heritage and prestige of this multi-layered city for us. After
checking into our hotel, we enjoy several hours of free time to relax and explore be-

fore we gather for an engaging seminar dinner with Professor Stavans. [B| D]

DAY 4 - TOLEDO TO ALMAGRO

Following our daily briefing, we set out to discover more of the rich and fascinating
cultural heritage of Toledo under the careful stewardship of our Tour Leader, who
introduces us to some of the city’s remarkably eclectic attractions. Departing the
historic city at midday, we travel to the village of Puerto Lapice where a lunch stop
entices our imaginations to envision bygone Iberian days as we dine at the Venta del
Quixote—famously portrayed in the novel as the inn that Don Quixote mistakes for
a castle and where he is dubbed a knight in the cobblestone courtyard. The Venta del
Quixote is unique for retaining the authentic look and charm of Spanish inns during
the 17" century in La Mancha. After lunch, we take a short drive to the awe-inspiring
Castle of Consuegra with its splendid array of gigantic windmills that unfold along
the adjacent wind-swept hills. These imposing structures will certainly evoke images
of one of the most iconic scenes to grace the pages of all of western literature, and
one that Professor Stavans fondly recounts for us as we stand in their shadows. Our
visit to the 13™-century castle with its rough-hewn stones and winding corridors pre-
sents us with the perfect setting to ponder how life inside such a fortress would have
been centuries ago. We finish the day arriving at the elegant Parador de Almagro, a
historic, 16™-century convent that has been painstakingly restored into a charming
hotel. Following check-in, you are free to spend the evening as you see fit, perhaps
taking a leisurely stroll around the illuminated grounds of the parador or perhaps
wandering off to the allure of some Spanish culinary delights in Almagro’s Plaza

Mayor, just a short walk away. [B| L]

SCHOLARLY SOJOURNS | www.scholarlysojourns.com
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DAY 5 - ALMAGRO TO ALARCON

Departing Almagro this morning, we travel to the quaint town of Argamasilla de
Alba where we visit the Cave of Medrano, reputed to be the place where Cervan-
tes wrote some parts of his literary masterpiece while serving a prison sentence.
Next, we journey southward to the remote Cave of Montesinos. It is here that a
fascinating scene—often the topic of scholarly debate—from Don Quixote takes
place. As we gather around the cave’s mouth, Professor Stavans helps us reimagine
that pivotal scene so that we may form our own opinions regarding the extraordi-
nary dreams the hero experiences when he descends into the depths of the cave.
Following our visit, we make a short getaway to a picturesque retreat along the
shores of the lovely Ruidera Lakes where we enjoy a Scholarly Sojourns signature
picnic—an idyllic setting in which to relax over tasty refreshments and good con-
versation. After lunch, we travel to the town of El Toboso, the home town of Don
Quixote’s idealized paramour, Dulcinea. Indeed, if not for his ardent passion for
Dulcinea, our romantic hero may have never sallied forth on his glorious quest. For
as Cervantes writes, “. . . a knight errant without a lady-love is a tree without
leaves or fruit, a body without a soul.” During our exploration of the Museum
House of Dulcinea, Professor Stavans highlights the significance of Don Quixote’s
clusive muse, while also making the connection to the prominent theme of courtly
love in the novel. We conclude the day in the resplendent confines of the Parador
de Alarcon, a magnificently renovated 8-century Moorish castle ensconced atop a
craggy promontory that casts its gaze across the sweeping fertile plain of the Jucar
River. Having all of the rooms within Alarcon’s formidable walls reserved solely
for our group, we shall lord over the castle as we assemble for a magical evening
that includes a sumptuous seminar dinner and delightful entertainment in a setting
befitting royalty. [B|L| D]
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Teruel, Spain

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

Visit to the scenic castle and

windmills of Consuegra

Three days exploring locales
associated with Don Quixote
amid the rugged beauty of the
historic Castilla-La Mancha

region

A guided visit to the world-

renowned Prado Museum

An overnight stay and private,
guided walking tour in the
breathtaking city of Toledo, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site

A night in the stunning
Mediterranean city of

Barcelona

A Scholarly Sojourns signature
picnic along the picturesque

shores at Lagunas de Ruidera

Overnight stays in the
exquisite paradors of Almagro

and Alarcon




“Your attention to
detail is way
beyond any tour

operator I have
ever worked with!”

- Paula F., Travel Agent,
Mahwah, NJ

WHAT YOU SEE

HISTORIC MADRID

CONVENT OF THE BAREFOOT
TRINITARIANS

ALCALA DE HENARES
PRADO MUSEUM

ESQUIVIAS

MUSEUM OF CERVANTES
HOUSE

THE CITY OF TOLEDO
PUERTO LAPICE
VENTA DEL QUIXOTE
CASTLE OF CONSUEGRA
PARADOR DE ALMAGRO
CAVE OF MEDRANO
CAVE OF MONTESINOS
RUIDERA LAKES
THE WALLED CITY OF TERUEL
MUSEUM HOUSE OF DULCINEA
PARADOR DE ALARCON

THE CITY OF ZARAGOZA

BASILICA OF OUR LADY OF
PILAR

CATHEDRAL OF SAN SALVADOR
THE CITY OF BARCELONA
THE RAMBLAS
LA BOQUERIA MARKET
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DAY 6 - ALARCON TO ZARAGOSA
We travel northward today, wistfully leaving behind the rough, windswept land-

scapes of Castilla-La Mancha as we enter the region of Aragon, where make our way
to the vibrant and opulent city of Zaragoza, situated along the banks of the Ebro Riv-
er. An exquisite blending of architectural styles from old-world and modern Spain
intermix here among the lively Spanish boulevards and plazas. There will be no
shortage of astounding structures to behold as we venture through the Old Quarter
of the city marveling at the soaring towers of the Basilica of Our Lady of Pilar, a true
gem of late 17"-century Baroque architecture, and the impeccable single tower of
the nearby Cathedral of San Salvador, built on a historic site that was once the forum
during Roman occupation. As we make our way through the incredible labyrinth of
streets and plazas, Professor Stavans calls to our attention that Zaragoza was an in-
tended destination for Don Quixote and Sancho Panza until an interesting revelation
is made regarding a spurious sequel to Cervantes’ original publication. Truth be told,
it may very well be that we have that fraudulent author to thank for the genuine sec-
ond part of Cervantes’ tour de force. Following our walking tour of the beautiful
city, the remainder of the afternoon and evening are free to explore on your own,
feast on the city’s celebrated culinary offerings, and, perhaps, take in some of its fes-
tive nightlife. [B]

DAY 7 - ZARAGOSA TO BARCELONA

This morning we make our way eastward toward glorious Barcelona—stunningly
nestled upon the golden shores of the Mediterranean Sea. After checking in at our
historic, city-center hotel, we set out on a guided walking tour of Barcelona’s Old
Quarter that introduces us to the mesmerizing architecture, seductive culinary fla-
vors, and manifold cultural delights that have positioned the city as the preeminent
travel destination in Spain. Together we take in some of the most iconic sites, includ-
ing the sprawling thoroughfare known as The Ramblas, the soaring Gothic cathedral,
and La Boqueria—the city’s celebrated central market. Following some free time to
explore on our own, this evening we rendezvous with our Tour Director and Profes-

sor Stavans for a pleasant reception followed by a special farewell dinner. [B|R | D]

Don Quixote and Sancho Panza °

SCHOLARLY SOJOURNS | www.scholarlysojourns.com



DAY 8 - BARCELONA

Our sojourn draws to a close today, but not before we make a few more important
visits. First, we stop at a print shop, just as Don Quixote and Sancho Panza did in
the novel. Here Professor Stavans illuminates the significance of book publishing in
the 17"-century, particularly how the advent of the printing press served as the im-
petus for Romance and Chivalry novels to become commonplace reading during this
age, which, by the way, is humorously parodied in Don Quixote. Our final destination
is a visit to an antique book and manuscript dealer, where Professor Stavans shares
with us some final thoughts and insights about Cervantes’ beloved work and its in-
delible legacy on both Spanish and world literature. It is, perhaps, most fitting that
our enchanting tour draws to a close along the shores of the sparkling, turquoise sea
with a horizon as endless as our imaginations. For here, if we set our gaze just right,
we just may be able to spy two seemingly mismatched mounted figures riding off
into the distant azure. (B)

BOOKING IS EASY!

1) CALL TO REGISTER OR USE THE
ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM
Call us at 1-800-419-3443. Our
friendly customer service team is
ready to assist you Mon—Fri,
9:00AM—>5:00PM (EST). Or, you
can complete the online registra-

tion form anytime.

2) WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR

REGISTRATION BY EMAIL
Within 24 hours you will receive
an email confirmation of your reg-
istration along with some additional
information and an invoice for the
deposit due.

3) RETURN THE PAPERWORK

AND PAY YOUR DEPOSIT
Simply review the registration doc-
uments and pay your deposit within
14 days to finalize your booking.

CLICK HERE TO

REGISTER ONLINE

SAVE WITH SOJOURN
COMBINATIONS!

Save $250 per person and receive a
free transfer between locations when

you book two consecutive sojourns.
THIS TOUR COMBINES WELL WITH:

CRUSADERS AND CATHARS IN
MEDIEVAL LANGUEDOC

“The absolute most
amazing vacation

I've ever been

»

on...

=Jessica H., San Francisco, CA

SCHOLARLY SOJOURNS | www.scholarlysojourns.com
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In Spain, the average late
May/ early June daily high
temperatures range from
70°- 86° Fahrenheit (21° -
30° centigrade), but can get
hotter at midday. The
evenings and nights are a bit
cooler averaging 50°- 54°

Fahrenheit (10° - 12°

centigrade).

Rain is fairly infrequent at
this time but participants are
still encouraged to bring a
lightweight, waterproof
jacket or a small umbrella.
The humidity levels vary
greatly depending upon
location. Inland is hotter and
drier, while the coastal
climate is slightly cooler and
more humid.

“We seemed to
get special
lreatment

everywhere we
went. This
made a good

tour a fabulous

tour.”

- Richard H., Myrtle Beach, SC

Venta del Quixote

T already had very high expectations
based upon my previous tour with you,
but you even exceeded those expectations!”

—Tallien P., Santa Monica, CA

Stay in beautiful settings across Spain

Location  Region Nights
@ Madrid Madrid 2
@ Toledo  Castilla-LaMancha 1 | e
@ Almagro  Castilla-La Mancha 1 .-,"'Zaragoza
@ Alarcon Castilla-La Mancha 1 k
@ Zaragoza Aragon 1
@ Barcelona Catalonia 1
Madrid “:.”“.pAlcala de Henares O"I";ruel

o
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.
.
.
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CASTILLA -
Toledo®, 1A MANCHA
: L @Alarcon
Consuegra -O'é O El Toboso

S Puerto
i Lapice: o Argamasilla de Alba

Almagro". _________ ".O Ruidera
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¥ The Principal—Madrid

Combining sophisticated elegance and modern de-
sign, the five-star Principal Hotel ranks at the top
of lists of Madrid’s finest hotels. Its comfortable,
modern rooms and calm color scheme provide a
tranquil haven in the heart of the city and its chic
roof terrace is one of the most coveted spots in
Madrid for a drink. The Principal’s prime, central
location means that just about everywhere in the
city is easily reached with a short walk.

Parador Alarcon—Castilla-La Mancha

A magnificently renovated 8‘h—century Moorish
castle atop a craggy promontory with stunning
views across the sweeping fertile plain of the Jucar
River, Parador Alarcon offers luxury accommoda-
tion in an atmosphere that transports you to the
Middle Ages. Each room is opulently furnished
with beautiful fabrics and traditional fittings. The
town of Alarcon itself has been declared an Area of
Artistic-Historical Importance due to its beauty .

Sercotel Pintor El Greco—Toledo

. Set within a renovated 17th-century bakery in
the historic center of Toledo—a UNESCO
World Heritage Site—Hotel Pintor El Greco is
I located just 150 feet from the El Greco Muse-

B um in Toledo’s historic Jewish quarter. Offer-
ing a pleasing mix of classic and modern decor,
this elegant, boutique hotel is just steps from all
of Toledo’s historic attractions, splendid dining

and shopping, and colorful nightlife.

A spectacular view of Barcelona

YOUR TOUR LEADER

Ilan Stavans, one of today’s preemi-
nent essayists, cultural critics, and
translators, is Lewis-Sebring Profes-
sor in Latin American and Latino Cul-
ture and Five College-Fortieth Anni-
versary Professor at Amherst College.
A native of Mexico, he has written
numerous books and his play, The
Disappearance, performed by the thea-
ter troupe Double Edge, premiered at
the Skirball Cultural Center in Los
Angeles and has been shown through-
out the world. His story Morirse estd en
Hebreo was made into the award-
winning movie My Mexican Shi-

vah (2007). Stavans has received mul-
tiple awards and honors, including a
Guggenheim Fellowship, the National
Jewish Book Award, the Southwest
Children Book of the Year Award, an
Emmy nomination, the Latino Book
Award, Chile’s Presidential Medal,
the Rubén Dario Distinction, and the
Catedra Roberto Bolano. Stavans is
the publisher of Restless Books
(www.restlessbooks. com) and the co
-founder of Great Books Summer
Program (www.great bookssum-
mer.com). His 2015 work, Quixote:
The Novel and the World offers refresh-
ing insights on the central themes at
play in Don Quixote and has received
international acclaim from both schol-
ars and the public alike.

1-800-419-3443 | info@scholarlysojourns.com
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DREAMING IN LA MANCHA

2017 DEPARTURE
May 28—June 4, 2017 (Sojourn #1341722)

PRICE

$3,995/person (double occupancy) CLICK HERETO

REGISTER ONLINE

$4,695/person (single occupancy)

TOUR CONCLUDES
Barcelona, Spain

TOUR BEGINS
Madrid, Spain

OPTIONAL AIR PACKAGE
From $1,299/Person”

*Air package includes round-trip, economy airfare New York—Madrid/
Barcelona—New York, airport transfers in Spain, and 100% travel
assurance. Departures from other North American cities also available.
Price subject to change until booked.

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT INFORMATION

TO REGISTER

Call us: 1-800-419-3443—We are ready to assist you Mon-
day to Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (EST).

Visit us at: www.scholarlysojourns.com—Here you will find
an online registration form as well as a printable version.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

Due within 14 days of registration:
Due 90 days prior to departure:

$500/person deposit
Balance

TRAVEL INSURANCE

Scholarly Sojourns highly recommends that all of our tour
participants purchase travel insurance to protect their trip.
We will send further information once you have been con-
firmed on a sojourn.

© 2016 Scholarly Sojourns. All rights reserved.
| ) ||
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PRICE INCLUDES:

Eight-day travel program of sightseeing, activities, and discussions led
by llan Stavans; 7 nights hotel accommodation in four and five-star,
boutique hotels; 7 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 4 dinners, 2 receptions; visits,
excursions and all other activities described in the day-to-day tour
summary; all entrance fees; tour guides; ground transportation; the
services of a dedicated Scholarly Sojourns Tour Director who accompa-
nies the tour group; all gratuities (except for hotel porters). Included
meals are indicated in brackets following each daily description:

B = Breakfast; L = Lunch; D = Dinner; R = Reception.

PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE:

Airfare; airport transfers; meals not indicated in this detailed itinerary;
beverage options other than water, wine, beer, or soft-drinks with
group meals; local transportation by bus, taxi, metro or light rail; pass-
port or visa fees and necessary photos; immunizations; excess bag-
gage charges; airport taxes; travel insurance, medical, hospitalization,
or evacuation costs; gratuities for hotel porters; laundry; other per-
sonal items, including incidental hotel charges; any other item not
specifically indicated.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE INFORMATION

MEETING LOCATION AND TIME

The meeting point for this tour is The Principal Hotel in Madrid, Spain.
Those making their own travel arrangements should plan to arrive at
the hotel between noon and 2:00PM on Sunday, May 28, 2017. You
will be greeted by your Scholarly Sojourns Tour Director who will assist
you with check in. The tour begins promptly 3:30 PM that day with a
meet-and-greet reception in the hotel lounge followed directly by a
guided walking tour of Madrid’s historic center.

CONCLUSION AND DEPARTURE

Your sojourn concludes at approximately 12:00 PM on Sunday, June
4th in Barcelona, Spain. An optional shuttle will be offered for those
wishing to go directly to Barcelona Airport. If making your own flight/
travel arrangements, please allow for enough time to travel to the
airport after the program ends.

EARLY ARRIVAL OR LATE DEPARTURE

Scholarly Sojourns is happy to assist you with booking additional
nights prior to the start of your tour or following its conclusion. Often
we are able to secure better rates than are available to the public.

| www.scholarlysojourns.com

2723 South State Street - Suite 150 - Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
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